
Trimmers, shears, and some scissors have handles with two di�erent sized grip holes 
that accommodate your four �ngers in the bottom and your thumb in the top. There are 
two di�erent overall designs of these cutting tools: bent and straight.

Bent  cutting tools are angled slightly where the blade meets the handle.  As you cut, the 
angled blade of bent trimmers stays even with the tabletop, making it easier to keep your 
fabric still between the blades and cut a straight line. 

Straight cutting tools have blades that are in-line with the center of the handle.

Trimmers
Trimmers come in lengths ranging from 6” to 9”.  The blades on this tool are tapered at the 
end.  The bottom blade is rounded to prevent snagging the fabric. 

Pinking Shears
Instead of a straight edge blade, this tool has a zigzag blade. This tool is useful 
when cutting a pattern in a non-fray fabric, or in helping to reduce fraying when cutting 
woven cloth.  Most pinking shears have a bent blade and come in lengths of 7-1/2” and 
8-1/2”. 
 

Tailor’s Shears
Tailor’s shears have heavier blades than most trimmers and scissors.  They are best for 
cutting more rigid, thick fabrics such as denim and suiting wool.  This tool is made with 
�nely tapered blades.  Tailor’s shears are available in both bent and straight.  Shears 
come in 4”, 10”, and 12” lengths.  Heavy-Duty Wide blade Tailor’s Shears are available as well for 
cutting multiple layers of heavy fabrics. 

Embroidery Scissors
These scissors are 4” to 5” long.  They are designed for clipping threads and trimming 
delicate fabrics while embroidering.   Embroidery scissors are very sharp and come to a 
sharp point at the end, making it easy to cut with precision. These scissors are straight in-line 
with the handle.  Both grip holes are the same size. 

Sewing Scissors
These 5-6” straight scissors are made for general sewing.  The blades on this tool are tapered 
at the end. One of the blades is slightly rounded at the end to prevent snagging the fabric. 
Most sewing scissors are straight inline with the handle.  Both grip holes are the same size.
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Using the right pair of scissors can make completing your job much easier.  When all-purpose cutting scissors can no longer do 
the job, it may be time to look into all the types of scissors, trimmers, and shears available.  


